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Dear friends,
When the Autumn Bulletin was edited, last October, we were hopeful that life would soon return to
"normal". Sadly, today this is not quite the case, and even if the development of vaccination gives us a glimpse of better
days, certainly at the beginning of the summer, some difficulties remain. Let's look at the good side of this crisis. It has
allowed us to come closer together, to create links, certainly different from the previous ones, but nevertheless solid.
In fact, your presidents have discovered a blank page. It is up to each of you to fill it in your own way.......
Thus, we have experimented with new means of communication. Some clubs have established friendship
lists, which make each member responsible for others. How much attention has been developed! What proof of
friendship! Other clubs have invited their twin clubs to Zoom meetings. What beautiful initiatives that testify to our
imagination and creativity! In other clubs, the literary talents of each member have been called upon and some books
have been written thanks to the collaboration of all, and will be printed. Others have taken advantage of digital means,
as evidenced by the concert recordings. Finally, some of them have even taken their club, in small groups of two or
three, on the pilgrimage routes....... At their stops, they met some members of other Lyceum clubs....
Let's take up Constance Smedley's phrase: "Every circumstance brings a new experience that requires a new
appreciation and a new action".
The Lyceum club is not dead.... it has developed a lot of vitality, and has not said its last word! The
federation presidents often meet through Zoom and work out plans for the future.
Finally, the Lyceum is multiplying: two new clubs have been created, one in Moscow and the other in
Georgia. They are already working very well and are extremely dynamic. The statutes are registered, the website of the
Tbilisi club is already up and running......What a surprise to discover this beautiful round handwriting under Constance
Smedley's portrait. This is further proof that the Lyceum is truly international...
In the negative consequences of this pandemic, I must announce the cancellation of the Lisbon Cultural
Days, which we had postponed until September. But the closing of hotels, restaurants and museums... does not allow
our Portuguese friends, who have shown magnificent energy and a real sense of organisation, to reschedule this event.
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We have taken this decision with a heavy heart, and hope to be able to enjoy their hospitality on another occasion. A
huge thank you to our friends in Lisbon for all the energy they put into the Lyceum!
Sadly, we have learned with sorrow that two great ladies of the Lyceum club have passed away They are
Joyce Young, former Vice President for the Southern Hemisphere, and Lucienne Dalman, former International
President. Both have left a lasting impression, the Lyceum owes them a great deal, and our grief is immense. I thank
Marilyn Mackinder for her beautiful testimony on Joyce, and the members of the Neuchâtel club ....... who have
gathered their memories and pay a beautiful tribute to their former president. In reading this text, I found a perfect
echo of my convictions about Lyceum clubs and their demands for openness....
Dear friends, read this Bulletin carefully, and discover all the treasures that this crisis has allowed us to
deploy. Let's look forward to a brighter future....... it is close!
Friendly Yours
Muriel Hannart
International President
president@lyceumclubs.org

Vale
JOYCE ELLEN YOUNG 18.01.1940 – 9.01.2021
Former SOUTHERN HEMISPHERE VICE -PRESIDENT OF THE INTERNATIONAL LYCEUM CLUB
Friend, confidante, encourager, supporter, forward thinker, focussed Lyceum Member, daughter, wife,
mother and grandmother. She was committed to every one of these roles.
Such a full life was enjoyed by Joyce; born in The Hague, she met Malcolm from Northern Ireland whilst on
holiday, she married aged 19, moved to live in Scotland then Northern Ireland before emigrating to Perth, Australia in
1963.
She started a BA at the University of Western Australia but deferred it due to family commitments [Ingrid
& Daniel] finally completing it with Honours in 2015 majoring in European History and German.
She co-managed a business with Malcolm importing Surgical & Medical equipment supplying Doctors &
Hospitals throughout Australia and abroad. She focussed on the financial side of the business to ensure it could grow
and prosper, which it did.
Joyce joined Lyceum in 1990 and was twice President of the Karrakatta Club January 2002-November 2003
& September 2015-November 2017 and was a Member of the Executive Committee. A former club President Jane
Thompson recalls Joyce’s «supreme organisational skills». «I first met her when she joined the Club in 1990 and we
could see she was destined for leadership». In her mid-70s she was as capable as ever of stimulating progress and
maintaining a steady course. She became more involved with the International association and eventually was
supported to become the Southern Hemisphere Vice President from 2013 -2019. Thus, she was heavily involved in the
Revision of the Statutes, which to this day is ongoing. She was a huge encouragement to me when I stood for the same
position in 2019 and supported Clubs both in Australia and New Zealand.
Dutch-born Joyce’s language skills [Dutch, English, French and German] were much valued in every
International context such as the 2013 Lyceum Congress in Perth.
Joyce was a regular Anglican churchgoer and indeed her faith sustained her in the last months of her life.
She was in Synod and involved with Anglican Education. Early in the 1980s Joyce did voluntary work with the Anglican
Schools Trust, was then a school Board Member for All Saints’ College 1990-1995 being Chair 1992-1995.
Both Malcolm and Joyce loved music and supported the Symphony Orchestra. Joyce enjoyed travel
especially if it involved a Lyceum International event and was looking forward to a trip to Latin America in 2020, delayed
by Covid.
Joyce and Malcolm bought a property at Balingup forty odd years ago, which added a peaceful country
dimension to the Youngs’ busy lives. Joyce planted an orchard, many ornamental trees and flowers including roses and
bulbs. The rose & picking gardens supply the local Anglican Church weekly with flowers. She spent most of her last year
there until illness drove her back to Perth.
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“A terrific sense of fun” is amongst the descriptions of Joyce by those who knew her well. She walked her
spoodle “Oscar” twice a day to keep active.
Persistence was Joyce Young’s strong suit, and we should remember a woman who absolutely “made a
difference”. She truly lived and loved life.
Beloved by the late Malcolm,
Beloved by Ingrid & Mark, Emily and Sabina; Daniel & Kate, Aurelia, Miranda & James,
Loved by her Lyceum family Internationally as exhibited by the many messages received after her death.
Rest In Eternal Peace my friend.
Dr Marilyn Mackinder Southern Hemisphere Vice President of the International Lyceum Club.

Joyce on her tractor at Balingup

80th Birthday party

Joyce ever the raconteur

****
Tribute to Lucienne Dalman

President of the Lyceum Club of Neuchâtel (Switzerland), later International President
Lucienne Allemand-Béguelin (28 April 1928 - 3 March 2021) is known by her artist’s name, Lucienne Dalman.
She joined the International Lyceum Club of Lausanne in 1955, and became a member of the Neuchâtel club in 1959.
President of our club in 1989 and for two terms, Lucienne had all the qualities of a great woman, she was
disciplined, committed and full of ambition. She knew how to impose herself by her talent for organisation and her
sense of responsibility. Her strength of character and dedication to the club were admired by the members, even if her
authority was often felt to be overwhelming by her committee. Friendship between women, culture and in particular
music were important to her, "We don't talk about religion or politics", she insisted. Lucienne strongly asserted the
openness of our club « either we are an open club, or we are a closed club, and then in the second case, we may as
well close the door and put the key under the mat ».
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During her presidency of the Neuchâtel club, Mrs Dalman concluded in 1993 a twinning with the Bordeaux
club, represented by Mrs Jacqueline Tonnet-Imbert. Since then, the two clubs have met faithfully every two or three
years, alternately in Bordeaux and Neuchâtel.
Lucienne gave the music competition of the Lyceum Club of Switzerland, in existence since 1936, an
international dimension, and thus gave an impetus to the career of many musicians, Lyceum members or not.
Lucienne Dalman was International President from 1995 to 2001. She was the first president who took it
upon herself to visit all the main clubs in all countries, at her own expense, very often accompanied by Lucien, her
husband. She represented the Neuchâtel club around the world, visited about sixty other Lyceum Clubs, presided over
the creation of the Moscow club and participated in international congresses, for example Rotoroua in New Zealand in
2001.
Lucienne was a singer. Our elders remember recitals given in the Lyceum Club or concerts in her music
room: "When I read the Golden Book of the Music Room of the Haut de la Ville," says a musician, "I have the impression
of holding a treasure in my hands. So many emotions emanate from it, with all these artists' testimonies saying the
same thing: the happiness of playing in this place.
Mrs. Dalman was also a bridge player and she organised "literary suppers" (which the young Lyceum
members never experienced), famous for their culinary qualities and for the choice of speakers.
Lucienne's dedication to the Lyceum Club and her commitment to culture and music have left their mark
on the club's history.
Lyceum Club of Neuchâtel

NEWS FROM THE CLUBS
Australia
During the past six months, the COVID-19 pandemic led to a series of snap lockdowns around Australia.
The state of Victoria experienced the longest and most severe restrictions. Recently, these have been eased and interstate travel is resuming slowly. Vaccinations have begun, so we are all looking forward to future international travel
one day.
The five Australian Clubs continued to operate virtually last year thanks to Zoom and additional newsletters
to members. As Clubs re-opened, members were eager to reconnect in person at Circles of Interest as well as at larger
Club functions.
Despite the closures, some Clubs have done well to recruit members during this period. Brisbane Lyceum
alone has attracted 13 new members since July. The Club has just introduced a new Circle, the French Evening Circle
where 16 women attended the first meeting. Brisbane also held a very successful Mother-Daughter evening in January.
In Sydney, the scheduled speaker for August agreed to speak using Zoom. This proved successful so Zoom
was continued for the Book and Evening Circles. The Evening Circle is a current affairs discussion group. As restrictions
eased, members were thrilled to be able to gather again at Christmas with 60 members present. The same capacity
number attended the successful February Lunch.
Melbourne Lyceum continues to keep members connected using the weekly bulletin Lyceum@Large. The
monthly newsletter recently presented stories of notable Club members; the
twelve women who received the Order of Australia in 2020.
Melbourne members are flocking back to the Club now. A “welcome
back” cocktail party is planned. The Club’s magnificent new floor recently
allowed 124 members to enjoy lunch while hearing from the architect (a Club
member) talk about her career. The Ramblers Circle took advantage of eased
restrictions to explore the Royal Botanic Gardens in Melbourne (see photo).
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In Perth, 2020 was a momentous year for the Karrakatta Club. The Club held a series of events to mark the
Centenary of Lyceum in Perth. Keeping members connected was very important. This was done through a monthly
magazine and a weekly newsletter. At the end of the year, the Club relocated to new premises. In recent weeks, the
Club shared the sad news of the death of Past President and former Vice President Southern Hemisphere, Mrs Joyce
Young.
Adelaide Lyceum held Christmas
and Re-Opening Luncheons with capacity
attendance (see photo). The Club recently held
a Fringe Lunch where Adelaide-born Dr Gill
Hicks AM, MBE gave an inspiring talk about her
life. Gill was the last survivor to be brought out
of the London Tube bombing in July 2005. She
lost both legs and shared experiences as a
double amputee, first-time mother. Her
daughter is now 8 years old. It was a powerful,
thought-provoking talk about courage and a
positive approach to life.

Angela Gordon

President of the Australian Association of Lyceum Clubs www.lyceumclubs.org.au

Belgium
Dear friends,
As I think for many Clubs, whether they are LYCEUM or others, we have been deprived of
meetings, of outings, and most of us have remained confined.
But to keep the link between us all, several times a week, we send each other little
philosophical, cultural, or historical messages; it is a question of proposing the most cultured, the most interesting, the
most exciting message!
For my part, I have created the "CONFI-GAME". I send them copies of paintings, literary
extracts, or brief descriptions of historical figures by e-mail and the game consists in finding the right answer. Some of
our husbands have taken to the game.
The first one who gives the right answer wins 10 points and at the end of this lockdown,
we will celebrate the winner with champagne of course !
Would you like an example?
Here is the question of the 10th CONFI-GAME: whose painting is this?
Did you find it? If so, we invite you to Brussels. Your room is waiting for you here! That is how
we stay close to each other with this nasty Corona Virus!
More sadly, we lost a Lyceum friend, Nadja Allgeier, who died of a stroke. She was a painter,
well known in Brussels, a very engaging personality. Two members lost their husbands. It was
all the sadder as we could not attend the funeral.
But let us look to the future; we will take our revenge and enjoy taking part in loads of activities
as soon as Covid allows us to!
Warm regards to all,
Claudie Gorse
President of the International Lyceum Club of Belgium
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Cyprus

Dear

Ladies,
You will be happy to hear some good news from the Cyprus Lyceum.
I will overcome as quickly as possible the present difficulties of pressure we have due to monthly
outstanding expenses, rent and salaries of the Children Summer Resort personnel.
Due to Covid -19, a lack of activities prevented any income for the Lyceum.
• January: we managed the annual get together meeting of members and friends.
• February: the presentation of Ms Tasoula Chadjitofi’s Book “Icon Hunter”.
• Memorial service for the Founding President, the Benefactors and Donators of the Lyceum.
• On Volunteers Day, members of the Lyceum Board of Directors visited Children Institutions and
offered to children painting material and sweets.
None of these activities provided any income for the Lyceum.
However, I want to share with you our good news:
The graduates of St. Peter and St. Paul Lyceum in Limassol participated among other schools in a
competition organized by the Ministry of Education and Culture. The theme for their project was the Cyprus
Lyceum objectives, activities and the life project of the Lyceum, the Children Summer Resort from 1931 to
today. With the help, information and photos offered by the members of the Board of Directors of the Cyprus
Lyceum they subsequently produced a documentary.
Much to our great pleasure they won the 1st Prize at the Festival of Archaeological, Ethnological
and Historical Documentary 2020.
Below, here is the link for those interested in knowing more about the Cyprus Lyceum.
https://youtu.be/V-BdaXcq4ww
Take care and stay well
Love and Best Wishes
Valentine Thomaides, Vice President
www.lykionellinidon.org.cy

Finland
It was only possible for the Helsinki Lyceum Club to implement 17 of the 29 fixed and planned weekly
programs during last year 2020 due to the corona pandemic. All of the programs that we could not actualize would
have been versatile and interesting. Now we have tried to postpone them to this year.
Our Helsinki Club is bilingual. Every second program is in the Finnish language and every second in the
Swedish language, which are the two official languages in Finland. One of the programs we did not have the possibility
to hear was: The importance of the language in healthcare. The lecture would have been given by Doctor Marianne
Mustajoki, who is an expert in this field. The importance of language is more particularly relevant and actual during the
ongoing pandemic than before. When a person is ill, she has to understand the diagnosis she is given. If the
communication between the doctor and the patient is poor, it creates easily misunderstandings, gives the patient the
feeling of insecurity and lack of trust, which can lead to that the patient will not seek medical help and healthcare.
The language problem has also been a topic in the immigrant populations when the given corona
information has not reached them. In Finland, we have therefore employed persons with the required language skills
to be in direct contact. This has given positive effects.
The ongoing vaccinations give us hope that perhaps the second half of this year will be more normal.
With best wishes from all of us to all of you!
Benita Tallqvist, President of the Finnish Federation and the Helsinki Lyceum Club
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Helsinki one winter morning.

Icebreakers ready to work!

France
A Lyceum member has written to me recently: "The pandemic has found us creative, competent, full of
ideas and initiatives, maybe we needed this maelstrom to reveal all our possibilities, it's amazing! ».
Like her, I think that our clubs have proved over the last few months that they are tremendous reservoirs
of "possibilities" thanks to the resources of their members.
Of course, the crisis has generated frustrations and shortages.
But it has also shaken up habits, introduced new ways of working, and allowed us to overcome certain
reticence. So many things that will enrich the post-pandemic future and that we should rejoice in.
Indeed, the circumstances have had the very positive consequence of tightening the links, within the groups,
but also between the different French clubs and beyond the borders:
-Within the clubs: the usual programmes that had become impossible have given way to new ideas and new
links.
Almost all the clubs held their general assembly via Zoom, as we did at the end of November for the GA of
the French Federation, and I was struck each time to see how the warmth and dynamism remained evident despite a
support that many had recently become familiar with, making these events a source of sustained stimulation.
-Between the different clubs: the presidents now extend their proposals for conferences and activities to
members of all the clubs, thus associating the Lyceum public in the broadest sense, in a spirit of openness and
friendship which is very beneficial. More than ever, the national dimension of our clubs has taken on its full meaning.
Thanks to these new habits, we have also organised several meetings bringing together all the presidents
on dedicated subjects that allow for collective work in a real federation dynamic.
The process of creating new clubs continued with virtual but constructive meetings thanks to the dynamism
of the Lyceum members behind these projects.
-Finally, circumstances have abolished borders. The twinned clubs have established regular exchanges
thanks to the digital tool.
In the same way, proposals for sharing conferences and concerts have been made between federations in
a very friendly manner and in a new spirit appreciated by all.
In this dynamic, the French clubs will start regular exchanges with the Rabat club around books read in
common: an organisation that could be reproduced with other countries.
The lack of action, the absence of meetings will have been a source of frustration during these long months.
But it is now important to think about the future. Let us therefore turn resolutely and dynamically towards
this new "field of possibilities" full of promises to which the resources of Lyceum members were able to give a renewed
form.
Isabelle Bertrand
President of the French Federation of
International Lyceum Clubs
www.lyceumfrance.org
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Germany
During the past 6 months, the Lyceum Clubs in Germany were again hit hard by the restrictions put forward
by the government to contain the corona pandemic. Since October, restrictions on personal contacts have applied and
thus all events had to be cancelled.
Apart from the LC Cologne, the German Clubs have not yet fully reached the digital age. Thus, most board
members reverted to telephone and e-mails in order to stay in touch.
The LC Berlin invited its members to participate in an interactive project: all members were asked to capture
this extraordinary year on a sheet of paper. About 80% of the members participated, which shows the appreciation for
this creative idea. The works were combined in a book, made up of writings, photos, poems, prayers, own paintings,
letters and collages. A kaleidoscope worthwhile reading, which will become a part of club history and stay in our
memories.
The LC Karlsruhe asked its members to send in memories of their childhood Christmas. These memories
were also compiled into a booklet, which was then distributed to all the ladies for Christmas.
The board of the LC Hamburg also asked its members to share memories of their Christmas, when they
were young. Unfortunately, only 5 members decided to participate. These accounts were also sent to the members for
Christmas, just like in Berlin and Karlsruhe, along with the leaflet of the new program.
The ladies of the LC Frankfurt-Main, Hofheim received a self-made calendar for 2021 via postal mail from
their board, made up of photos of the events of the past years. Again, a nice memory of lively Club activities in times
of corona.
Since September, the LC Cologne has made it possible for its members to attend lectures via Zoom. All ladies
not so familiar with computers receive a printout of the talk, so that they don’t feel excluded. In the meantime, the
club has opened the attendance for those events to all German Clubs and the program is available on the website.
Apart from the above-mentioned activities, the Lyceum Clubs provided reading lists to the members,
suggestions for virtual museum tours, invitations for two to take a walk together and kept in touch via E-Mails and
phone calls.
Considering the current sanitary guidelines, it is much easier for a smaller Club like Munich to offer again a
physical program once certain restrictions are lifted than for other Clubs, especially Berlin, Frankfurt or Cologne. These
Clubs will have to search for suitable venues in which they can carry out their meetings. These venues need to be large
enough to allow for sufficient distancing, but also need to be affordable. As all hosts need to comply with the sanitary
guidelines it will be a question of funding at the end. Apart from Cologne, monetary reserves of the German Clubs are
quite limited.
Thus, the hope remains that our members will be vaccinated soon, and that spring will be warm and sunny.
This will allow us to meet outside for our literature, music, or language courses as well as our luncheons or our regulars’
table.
Myself, I find it very enriching not only to participate in the Zoom-conferences of the German but also the
Swiss Lyceum Clubs and the French Club in Troyes, Champagne, the partner Club of Berlin. This fosters our international
aspiration and thus I hope that all German Clubs will soon be using this new channel.

Dorette Schuppert
Präsidentin des Verbands der Internationalen Lyceum Clubs in Deutschland

Telefon: +49 30 20 91 38 55

Wilhelmsaue 16, D-10715 Berlin
Fax:
+49 30 20 91 38 56

E-Mail: dorette.schuppert@lyceum-club.de Website: www.lyceum-club.de
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Italy
Genoa Lyceum
The activities of the Genoa Lyceum were inaugurated on 28 February 1921, and this year marks the
centenary of the Club. The first President was Bice Scribanti, who held oﬃce until 1952. Under her presidency,
conferences, concerts and exhibitions were organized, including a very successful one on 'lace'. The activities of
the Lyceum of Genoa have been varied and intense since the very beginning, with cultural and musical meetings,
visits to exhibitions, etc.
From 1957 to 1963, the Lyceum of Genoa organized a
poetry prize which launched many poets who later became famous.
It also set up scholarships for deserving students from high schools.
It also promoted drama readings with the participation of
professional actors, and concerts were also remarkable.
The Lyceum Club of Genoa was considered one of the
liveliest cultural associations in Italy and boasted a steadily growing
number of members. Since 1976, when Minnie Alzona was appointed
President and Clara Rubbi Vice-President, meetings with authors,
round tables and concerts have intensified, and then Prof. Clara
Rubbi took over as President and still holds this position.
The Lyceum of Genoa received the medal of honour from
the President of the Republic on the 90th anniversary of its
foundation.
The "Conference on Angels", promoted in collaboration with the Secretary of the Bishop of Genoa,
Mons. Alberto Boldorini, was one of the highlights of the end of the year 1988/89.
The Lyceum of Genoa has always proposed itself as an apolitical and internationally oriented Club.
Women who had produced literary, artistic or scientific works or held university degrees could be members.
However, the President was allowed to accept as sympathizing members personalities who did not have a university
degree but had obvious cultural interests.
Lately, given some situations of necessity, the Lyceum Club of Genoa has helped some institutions
protecting orphans. Currently, due to the pandemic, the meetings are suspended, although arrangements have
been made with the local authorities to celebrate the centenary of the Lyceum Club of Genoa. (See photo below).
Hoping that this crisis will be overcome, we look forward to a better future so that we can continue with
our activities.
Maria Claudia Bianculli

President of the Italian Lyceum Club Federation

Lyceum Club of Florence
During the lockdown, the International Lyceum Club of Florence organized and uploaded many conferences
and concerts of great personalities, which embellished our schedule. Moreover, the Club decided to involve its
Members in an editorial project, which is a proactive testimony for our city, Florence, which belongs to the whole
world.
The Ancients said: “scribendo solari”. Console yourself with writing. Therefore, we did.
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Each member chose a part of the city that was particularly precious to her and took a photo. Then,
everybody wrote a text, more or less long, in which they explained the reasons for their choice: some members have
chosen degraded places to be recovered. Others have dedicated their photos to pure beauty. Still others have chosen
to follow the wave of memory.
The effect resulted in the reconstruction of an"other" city, seen through the eyes of the members of the
oldest women's club in Italy. The project strengthened the confidence and pride of all the members who participated
with joy and (even too much!!) enthusiasm. Some "friends" of the Lyceum and illustrious speakers, who regularly attend
our initiatives, also collaborated.
The enthusiasm of the members has contaminated like a virus (a dangerous
word in this period!!) daughters, sons and grandchildren and the members who were
afraid to go out, have unleashed their grandchildren who have felt important for a good
cause. The satisfaction of sharing a project and having your signature in a book was a
powerful spring.
Thanks to the Publisher Angelo Pontecorboli, we have had a special price and
the members have already booked their copies, to leave a message to their children and
grandchildren: "I was there"!

Donatella Lippi,
President of the International Lyceum Club of Florence
www.lyceumclubfirenze.it

Morocco

The Lyceum Rabat adapts to the pandemic. The year 2020 was intense, unique and certainly challenging
for all of us. Both individuals and organisations were put to the test, but this has not prevented us from moving
forward with the implementation and planning of our activities.
Indeed, in a previously unknown context, we have had to adopt new forms of relationships and work and
develop our resilience.
Firstly, we organised a first book club in Visio, in the presence of the author Loubna Serraj, who presented
us with her novel remotely: "Pourvu qu'il soit de bonne humeur" (If only he was in a good mood), through which she
evokes domestic violence as a backdrop, exploring the quest for freedom of two women that everything separates
and that everything connects against their will. This novel was chosen because it questions us about this daily
violence, which is a topical issue linked to the lockdown and the crisis entailed by this pandemic.
We gradually resumed our activities, adapting each time to this particular situation and organising
ourselves in small groups while respecting the barrier gestures, and this time the two "book clubs" were in person.
We were able to discuss two novels: "Le Pays des autres" by Leïla Slimani and "L'outrage fait à Sarah Ikker" by
Yasmina Khadra. At the same time, we also set up artistic workshops, including an Arabic and Berber calligraphy
workshop in which some twenty Lyceum members took part.
In the same vein, manual work was a great favourite with us through the organisation of creative
workshops in sewing, embroidery, jewellery making and painting. As far as cultural outings are concerned, we
organised a visit to the museum of photography in December. And as soon as the health situation allowed it, we were
able to meet for a lunch for solidarity in the countryside in "Les jardins de Zineb" where we were introduced to the
concept of permaculture. In the coming days, we plan to set up a flower decoration workshop.
We conclude this article with this beautiful writing of Victor Hugo ... "Even the darkest night will end and
the sun will rise" ... a few lines carrying hope and light.
Selwa CHRAIBI President of the Lyceum Club Rabat
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The Netherlands

Lyceum Club of Nijmegen

Because of the measures to combat the Covid - 19 pandemic, the Nijmegen Lyceum Club had a very lean
year. It all began so carefree: new members, new initiatives and the prospect of an interesting programme to come.
The celebration of the 95th anniversary of the club on 19th February 2020 was the highpoint of our year.
On the day of our 19th lustrum, club members and guests from the Amsterdam and Groningen clubs met
for a celebratory lunch at the Rijk van Nijmegen Golf Club. The president reminded us that the club had been founded
by Mrs. André de la Porte in 1925 and then, she opened a file in which the alleged congratulations for all the lustra of
the previous 95 years from alleged mayors of Nijmegen had been kept. All of this accompanied by a big wink.
Janneke Feitsma, president of the Dutch Federation described the Nijmegen club as stable and en route to
its 100th anniversary. She presented the book “Women who Read are Dangerous” by Stefan Bollmann, which led to
great amusement among those present.
The club members and their guests were treated to a
scintillating/animated performance of “The Four Wives of William of Orange”
performed by actresses from the theatre group Plankgas. A humorous production
about these four wives: very critical, sharp, sure women, but full of humour too.
In March 2020 the ‘Covid -19 situation’ improved, but since 15 December
2020 The Netherlands have been in a “strict lockdown”. We can only hope for better
days in the near future so that our members will be able to participate in our 2021
programme.
Eugenie Olde Riekerink-Weijermans, the President of the Lyceum club of Nijmegen
Translation: Cordelia Davies-Blackburn, a member of the Lyceum club of Amsterdam, the secretary of the
Board of the Dutch Federation
www.lyceum.nl

New Zealand
Greetings from New Zealand.
Wow friends, who at this time in 2020 would have predicted the fall of the dice in the latter part of 2020,
and the traumatic times to come for parts of our world? For us here in New Zealand we are fortunate to have escaped
the worst ravages of Covid-19 but we have had many cases detected in Managed Isolation facilities which
accommodate returning Kiwis, including some with the new UK & South African strains.
Our 8 Clubs have been enabled to continue to function normally for the most part. Having surveyed all Clubs
we have confirmed that in most instances the Speakers at their Monthly Functions are some-one local who has a special
interest or occupation:
An author writing local stories

A quilter making ANZAC quilts

Growing up in Zimbabwe

Local Radio Host

Chairperson Tauranga Foodbank

Singing/Voice Coach

Councillor re Long-term Planning

Local Potters & Conservationists

Local Fire Chief

Portrait Artist

Organiser Waikato Cancer Society

GP re Aging and Dementia

Author Maori Language books for Children

Pups in Waikeria Prison

Community Justice of the Peace

Librarian

Rep from Legendary Te Kuiti

Waitomo Caves Choir Tour to USA & UK
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Seldom are we able to attract Headline Speakers as they command a Speaking fee which for the most part
we cannot afford.
In 2020 our Arts Scholarship did not award their Annual Prizes as there was no competition in Speech and
Drama due to Covid restrictions.
Annually we have had the Lyceum Choir Festival which allows the Choirs from our Clubs to meet and present
some of their individual repertoires and combine for mass singing open to the Public. There has been a varied response
from the Public and this format is currently evolving.
We look forward to better times this year Internationally and the coming together of our Federations to
share collegially.
Marilyn Mackinder President New Zealand Federation of Lyceum Clubs
www.lyceumnewzealand.org

Lyceum Singing Festival Cambridge. 2020

Portugal
Due to the pandemic, during the last quarter of 2020 the International Lyceum Club of Lisbon was forced to
cancel almost all programmed activities. Given the imposed restrictions for social gatherings, the traditional Christmas
lunch numbered a small group of members.
Fortunately, only one of our Club’s members was infected with the Covid-19 virus, although there were
several other cases among family members.
With the closing of all cultural venues and restaurants, the Board decided not to present an activity program
for the 1st quarter of 2021.
On the other hand, we have created a WhatsApp group for the Lyceum Club, where we have been sharing
videos and texts of a cultural nature, as well as some entertaining ones. The Club’s members have been participating
with enthusiasm in this group, and it has been helping to get through the lockdown period. For Christmas, members
were asked to send a personal video message of season’s greetings through the mobile phone.
We have also tried to implement the use of Zoom among the members, but so far without much
participation.
Due to the health situation which is not improving, mainly in the
northern hemisphere, the Cultural Meetings, which were to take place at the
end of September, have been cancelled.
However painful this decision may be, we are all looking forward to welcoming
you in Portugal in the near future.

The President of the International Lyceum Club of Lisbon
Maria Teresa Abreu Matos
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Sweden
The current pandemic prevents the Club from arranging events for its members. However, once official
restrictions are removed, the Club plans to arrange a piano recital featuring a father, Carl Meurling, and son, Alexander
Meurling. Carl is a Swedish businessman who invests in infrastructure projects and properties in Russia. Aside from his
profession as a financier, Carl is also a dedicated amateur pianist and has won prizes in piano competitions and played
with symphony orchestras in Sweden and abroad. Carl’s 13- year -old son Alexander shares his father’s passion for the
piano and has played for 6 years. Carl will perform the Fréderic Chopin’s complete set of etudes opus 10 and Alexander
will play pieces by Robert Schumann, William Seymer, Claude Debussy, and George Gershwin.”
You can listen to their performances on Youtube under his name Carl Meurling.
On the more optimistic side, we had also planned some guided walks in the autumn in interesting areas of
Stockholm. But our Health authorities thought differently.
So, the walks were postponed. But, hopefully, in springtime the pandemic situation will enable us to start
our activities and arrange walks in the Diplomatic quarters and the Dutch quarters. In the diplomatic quarters there are
private residences built in 1913-31 by leading architects of the time. Most of these houses are now embassies.
After the Westfall Peace Treaty in 1643, Sweden and the Netherlands soon developed a lively trade. Many
people from the Netherlands settled in Stockholm just south of the Old town. We can still see reminiscences from that
time, like the Dutch Embassy and other fine city palaces.
Our general assembly in the Spring will probably be a digital one.
Marie-Louise Lagergréen

Christina Bratt

Switzerland
International Lyceum Club of Bern
Due to the restrictions imposed by Corona, the year 2020 also severely limited our club's activities. Events
could not be held from November 2020 to February 2021, and club life had already been reduced to a minimum before
then.
Our annual Thé d'Amitié nevertheless took place with appropriate arrangements on September 18, an
occasion to welcome the ladies celebrating an anniversary and to introduce the new members with a rose. It turned
out to be a festive afternoon with a small concert followed by high tea. Thanks to the precautions taken, all the ladies
remained healthy. The concert was videotaped and made available to everyone afterwards, so that those ladies who
were not present could experience it visually and acoustically.

https://youtu.be/VrGuExSG49s.
Another highlight of club life, the elegant Christmas party on 14 December at the Bellevue Palace Hotel in
Bern, already meticulously planned, had to be cancelled at very short notice. As a substitute, there was a magical
concert on 14 December at the club's venue. A professional technician recorded the concert as a video, which was
made available to all members of the club and interested people from other clubs as a «Christmas present» : Lyceum
Club of Bern Christmas Concert 2020
Lyceum Club Bern Weihnachtskonzert 2020 - YouTube
We received very enthusiastic feedbacks, also from other clubs. The use of new
media has proved helpful, even if unfortunately, not all members were able or willing to make
use of it. The Lyceum Club of Bern has broken new ground here in the use of electronic
transmission - a positive effect of Corona.
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During 2020, we were intensively occupied with the drafting of the new statutes. We had to cancel the
extraordinary general meeting on 29 October to vote on the statutes and we held a written ballot. Seventy percent
(125) of the 178 members who were contacted responded. The approval (121 yes votes) was almost one hundred
percent. This result has confirmed the board in its work and is an incentive to maintain club life even in difficult times
and to support the solidarity of the members. Also, in the new year 2021!
Ellen Meyrat
Website www.lyceumclub.ch

United Kingdomnd
Hello from Edinburgh
In 2019/20 we had a varied program of speakers and enjoyed club lunches from October 2019 to February
2020. One of our outings was for afternoon tea which was enjoyed by all and on another occasion, we visited Newhailes
House, a Palladian style country house set in 80 acres of parkland.
Due to the pandemic, we have been unable to hold physical meetings since March 2020. Meanwhile the
committee continues to meet on Zoom and regular letters go out to club members as well as keeping in contact by
phone and email.
We are looking to the future when we can resume club meetings and once more enjoy the company and
friendship of the members of the Edinburgh Lyceum Club.
Best wishes and a bright and healthy future to everyone.
Diane Burrow, President of the International Lyceum Club of Edinburgh

A Book for L
yceum Club Libraies
A Book for Lyceum Club Libraries
A Pageant Truly Play’d by Tessa West
Maxwell Armfield and Constance Smedley were an unorthodox couple.
Both were accomplished in many of the arts, but Max's focus was on painting,
whilst Connie's was on writing. In Tessa West's A Pageant Truly Play'd the
separate and jointly lived lives of these creative and resourceful individuals are
told. They studied at the Birmingham School of Art in the late 1900s, but did not
come across each other until some years later. By then Connie, despite a disability
from childhood, had created an artistic life. Her founding of the Lyceum Club – the
first women-only London club – was her landmark achievement.
The Armfields married in 1911 and moved out of London where Max
combined caring for Connie with his painting. Their involvement in a local fete
cemented their enjoyment of the Cotswolds. However, they also spent seven years
in the US where all their endeavours – from embroidery to teaching drama and to
exhibitions – attracted interest and praise.
The recent biography, A Pageant Truly Play’d by Tessa West features
Lyceum Founder Constance Smedley, her life and achievements.
Gradually the idea of founding an all-women’s club became the acme of her ambition. Unlike Maxwell,
who was self-contained and calm, she was bold and outward-going, and they were both good at “getting things
done.”
There was one important relevant factor in respect of their future. This was that Constance had had a
serious physical disability since infancy. This did not prevent her from living a very full life, her most significant
achievement being her establishing, in 1904, the International Lyceum Club for Women Artists and Writers, for
which her father gave her a huge injection of cash.
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The Armfields settled easily in the Cotswold. Within two years, in 1911, something new seized Stroud
and neighbouring villages. The Mid-Gloucestershire Historical Pageant of Progress took the audience through a
chronological sequence of events in local history. The organisers hoped that spectators would learn something,
but the entertainment value was probably more popular. Much of the script was spoken in the local accent and
included references to numerous familiar places such as Cashes Green and Sheepscombe.
The number of performers was well over one thousand, not
counting the horses and the flock of sheep. The weather was perfect
and applause thundered across the fields. An important outcome of
this was that people wanted to put on more plays. Constance agreed,
so she created a much smaller team who took plays to village halls.
This group grew into the still flourishing Cotswold Players who
performed an extract of the play The Amazing, Preposterous Constance
Smedley at the IALC’s 2017 Commemorative Service in West Wycombe,
United Kingdom, the couple’s final home. Connie wrote her
reminiscences entitled Crusaders as well as twenty novels, and
another twenty books of non-fiction and children’s literature.
Connie became ill and her condition worsened despite Max’s care. She died in 1941. The couple
enriched or were enriched by many of those whom they met in the Cotswolds, and they loved living in such natural
beauty.
The book is available online from several book providers or from the author.
Marion Jones
IALC Website Manager
Lyceum Club Brisbane Incorporated
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